MAIN STREET NEWS - March 2008

Rosalie Theobald – Executive Director  *  Kim Hopkins, Assistant Director
Vicksburg Featured in Mississippi Main Street Asso. Newsletter:

We are very pleased and proud to announce that our Vicksburg Main Street Program has been selected as the featured community in the Mississippi Main Street Association’s March issue of their Newsletter.  For those who have access to the internet, log on to MMSA web site at www.msmainstreet.com 
to read the article.  As Jan Miller, Central District Rep. with MMSA, was quoted saying in the Vicksburg Post when she was here in January for our Annual Meeting- we have one of the best Main Street’s (downtowns) in the state- other towns would kill to have what you have here!  There are many projects we are still waiting to become a reality, but think about how far we have come in just the last six years. Maybe we should really think about what Jan said and concentrate on more of the good.  To coin a phase from former governor of the state, perhaps we should have a rule that only positive, optimistic, and constructive words about downtown Vicksburg are spoken here!  
Annual Membership Dues:
Membership dues are coming in on a daily basis.  We have enclosed another invoice for those of you who may have misplaced the one we sent in February.  Please don’t miss out on this wonderful chance as a member of Main Street to link to our web site www.downtownvicksburg.org. Plus – the opportunity to be listed as a participant of the Downtown Dollars Gift Certificate Program, along with the many advertising and marketing promotions Main Street does for the Downtown Central Business District throughout the year. We would like to acknowledge and thank the following businesses who are either in the downtown taxing district or a special friend of, as members of Main Street for 2008:  Vicksburg Convalescent Home (Amy Brown), Abraham Brothers Department Store (Frances Abraham Thomas), Ronnie Bounds (Vice Chairman, Main Street Board of Directors), Cherry Street Cottages Bed & Breakfast (Betty Jackson), Jared Minor, (Downtown resident), Crown to Heels, (Michelle Cole ), David & Lynn Mangum, (Downtown residents), Delta Court LLC (Shirley Waring ), Paper Plus ( Alice Hebler ), Peoples Drug Store ( John Bove ), Rusty’s Riverfront Grill  (Rusty Larsen), Storycook Favorites, Inc. (Story Ebersole ), The Corners Mansion Bed & Breakfast Inn (Macy Whitney), Trustmark National Bank, (Jerry Hall, President), Vicksburg Realty, LLC (Sandra & Daryl Hollingsworth), Wells & LaHatte, Inc. Cicero LaHatte, III), Diamond Jacks Casino & Hotel (Kim Tullos), and Twigs (Christi Bounds).
Historic Home Tours – March 15 – April 5:
What has been formally known over the years as the Vicksburg Pilgrimage is now being promoted as Vicksburg Historic Home Tours.  Vicksburg Heritage, Inc. will be presenting the home tours.  Tickets which are $8.00 per person will available at the tour homes.   A schedule of the home tours is listed on the VCVB Calendar of Events.
March 11, 18, 25 – M/V American Queen will be docked at the City Waterfront from Noon – 5 p.m.
Looking Ahead:
Downtown Washington Street, Open House, Hit the Bricks, will be Thursday, April 3rd.  A special evening of shopping with many of your favorite downtown stores. 

The 21st Annual Riverfest will be held in Downtown Vicksburg, on Washington Street from South Street to China Street, April 18th and 19th.   If any one has any questions or concerns about the forthcoming event, please call the Main Street office or come to the next Main Street Board meeting.  Main Street is in the process of getting a listing of the residents who reside in the fenced off area.  Riverfest will issue “Resident Passes” for the residents in the affected area so they will be able to come and go on Friday and Saturday night without paying an admission charge.  If you have not received a pass in the mail by Monday, April 14th, please call the Main Street office.  In the April Newsletter, a detailed outline will be mailed to residents and businesses affected by the festival.  For information about sponsorships, street vendors applications, performance dates and times, t’shirts, plus a wide range of general information go to www.riverfest.ms.com.

40th Annual Arts & Crafts Show will be located again this year around the city block of City Hall, Saturday, April 19th from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Last year’s show received so many compliments as to the easy accessibility, from both vendors and attendees, that the Riverfest board decided to keep it in this area again this year.  Arts & Crafts vendor applications are available on the Riverfest web site, www.riverfestms.com.
April 21 – 26, Relay for Life Week,  Paint Downtown Purple.  

MEETINGS:
March 10, 17, 25 – City of Vicksburg, Board Meeting – 10:00 a.m. – City Hall Annex Call Tasha Wynn, City Clerk office, 601-634-4553 to get on agenda prior to meeting.
March 17 – Warren County Board of Supervisors, Board Meeting – 9:00 a.m. – 3rd Floor, Warren County Court House, Board Room.  Richard George, President.
March 18 - Vicksburg Main Street Program, Board Meeting – 8:45 a.m. – City Hall Annex -  board conference room.  Call Main Street office 601-634-4527 by 5 p.m., March 14, to get on agenda.  Harry Sharp, Chairman.
March 11, 25 - Board of Architectural Review – 4:00 p.m. – City Hall Annex Board Room - Call Paula Wright, Inspection Dept., 601-634-4528 to get on agenda prior to meeting.
