Main Street News – February 2008
Rosalie G. Theobald, Executive Director  -  Kim Hopkins, Assistant Director

Main Street Board Meetings Relocated to City Hall:

Please note the Main Street Board meetings which are the 3rd Tuesday of each month, will be held at City Hall, 2nd floor conference room, beginning February 19, 2008.  The time the Board meets will remain the same, 8:45 a.m.  Due to the recent sell of the Trustmark building, the Board wanted to be prepared, not knowing exactly when renovations would begin with the new owners.  We thank Jerry Hall and Joyce White very much for the hospitality and generosity of allowing our Board to meet at Trustmark each month since we left our 701 Clay Street office.
Annual Meeting:

Our 25th Annual Meeting at the Vineyard, 1414 Washington Street, on January 28th was one of the best annual meetings we have ever had!  Members were treated to an especially enthusiastic, positive, up beat, guest speaker, Jan Miller, Director of the central district of Mississippi Main Street Association, who said that she loved the direction our downtown was going while we were enjoying a delicious meal from our host, Robert Ware.  Harry Sharp, Chairman of the Main Street Board, gave an overview of the program’s organizational, promotional, design, and economic restructuring efforts for past year, and also named several major projects which will be completed in the downtown area in the coming year.   Rosalie Theobald gave a brief summation of the year from the Director’s viewpoint, which included naming and thanking numerous organizations, and City Departments the program worked with for a better downtown Vicksburg.  The Annual Meeting started airing last weekend on the City T.V. Channel 23. 
Annual Membership Dues:

We have enclosed an invoice for 2008 Main Street Program membership dues.  Most of the special events bands, banners, decorations, etc., and even some special marketing materials, as well as advertising that is needed for promotional events, comes from the membership dues fund.  The Downtown Dollar gift certificate program is also paid for through the membership dues account.  We especially need everyone who participates with this very popular promotion to pay membership dues.  The printing of the Downtown Dollars has become a lot more expensive than it used to be since we have gone to printing them on paper that can not be duplicated.  Another added benefit- remember only members of Main Street will be given the opportunity of linking to our www.downtownvicksburg.org web site- which is a very popular site.  We appreciate the generous support so many of the businesses in the downtown central business district have shown through the years, and hope we can count on your continued support.      
2008 Riverfest & Arts & Crafts Festival:

Our next “big” event downtown will be Riverfest on April 18 -19, and the Arts & Crafts Festival on April 19th.  The Riverfest Board is in the process of making plans for the upcoming event.  If anyone has any thoughts or concerns about either of these two upcoming events they need to attend a Riverfest Board meeting, Horizon Casino Hotel, 1320 Mulberry Street,  Magnolia Room.  
2008 Downtown Vicksburg Mardi Gras Parade, King & Queen,

Harry & Alicia Sharp, with granddaughter, Princess Lydia Nettles
Mardi Gras Parade trophies were presented to the Best in Parade, and 1st and 2nd place winners in each category at the February 8th City Board Meeting.  We are truly grateful to all the parade participants, volunteers, and City Departments who make the Mardi Gras Parade such a success.  The parade was taped by the City camera crew and should be airing on cable channel T.V. 23 in the next few days.   Mark your calendars now- next years 2009 Parade will be February 21st. 
Meetings:
February 19, 25 – City of Vicksburg, Board Meeting – 10:00 a.m.  – City Hall Annex - Call Tasha Wynn, City Clerk’s office, 601-634-4553 to get on agenda prior to meeting.
February  19 – Warren County Board of Supervisors, Board Meeting – 9:00 a.m. – 3rd Floor, Warren County Court House, Board Room.  Richard George, President.
February 19 - Vicksburg Main Street Program, Board Meeting – 8:45 a.m. – City Hall, 2nd floor conference room.  Call Main Street office 601-634-4527 by 5 p.m., February 15, to get on agenda.  Harry Sharp, Chairman.
February 12, 26 - Board of Architectural Review – 4:00 p.m. – City Hall Annex Board Room - Call Paula Wright, Inspection Dept., 601-634-4528 to get on agenda prior to meeting.

