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Friday, March, 28:

1. Unveiling of the 33rd Mississippi Blues Trail Marker Honoring the Red Tops Band, will take place at the B.B. Club, 721 Clay Street, at 10 a.m.

2.  Riverfront Mural Unveiling - “Gold in the Hills”, the 24th historic mural of the Vicksburg Riverfront Mural Committee will be unveiled Friday, March 28th at 3 p.m. on Levee Street.  Dr. Walter Johnston will be coordinating the unveiling along with many of the cast of characters from the melodrama. 

3.  Unveiling of Exhibition by Dale Rayburn and Mamie Joe – An opening reception for the featured Mississippi artists will be from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at the Attic Gallery, 1101 Washington Street.

Hit The Bricks:

The downtown Washington Street merchants special evening of shopping Open House, will be Thursday, April 3rd from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.  A special welcome to the Mississippi Organization for Associate Degree Nurses who have enjoyed attending the event in the past, will be in town again this year!

Main Street will place a banner at the Convention Center and River Stage Plaza welcoming them to our downtown.

Guided Tours of The Ware House Luxury Resort - Fundraiser For Vicksburg Foundation For Historic Preservation:

The Ware House is opening its’ property for guided tours on April 5th from 9 a.m. to sunset.  All proceeds from the $10.00 tours will be gifted to the VFHP.   This is an excellent opportunity to take advantage of seeing downtown’s newest luxury hotel with fabulous furnished suites, and the two-story town home with river views that everyone is talking about!  For a quick view of the treat in store check www.thewarehouse.ms.
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8th Annual Chamber Music Festival Kicks Off Season…

April 6th at the Southern Cultural Heritage Center auditorium  with a performance at 6:30 p.m. by the Mississippi College Singers, conducted by Dr. James M. Meadows.  Admission is free.  601-631-2997
April 12 – Organist, Colin Andrews will perform at 7:30 p.m. , Crawford Street United Methodist Church.  Admission $15.00 at the door, $10.00 college students, and some youths free.  601-636-0390
April 19 – Soprano, Kallen Esperian, featuring the Sam Shoup International Trio will perform at The Church of the Holy Trinity at 5 p.m.  Admission $25.00 at the door, $10.00 college students, and some youths free.  601-636-7150
Relay For Life:

On Monday, April 7th, at 6 p.m., hundreds of American Cancer Society volunteers will gather downtown at the River Stage Plaza for a kick-off Rally.  The Relay for Life committee would like to extend an invitation to the community to join them for the evening’s ceremony.  There will be entertainment from local performer, Seth Libby, and a cancer Survivor Reception at the Ware House Lobby, 1412 Washington Street, at 5:30 p.m. The evening will conclude with a Luminaria ceremony to honor those currently battling or who have lost the fight to cancer.  

April 21st – 26th is Relay for Life’s, Paint Downtown Purple.  As a supporter of this special week, Main Street will decorate downtown Washington Street lamps with purple bows and balloons.  We are requesting the downtown merchants show their support by decorating their window displays with as much “purple” as they can.   For more information contact Erin Powell, Vicksburg/Warren County, Relay for Life, Chairperson at 601-218-6564.   

21st Annual Riverfest
Riverfest 2008 will take place in Downtown Vicksburg April 18th and 19th.   For our Main Street members who are directly affected by the street closings, we will send a Riverfest Outline. Many of our members know the “drill,” but still need to take a few minutes to read over the detailed outline.  The outline is basically the same as last year, but there are some changes as to the times when the different blocks on Washington St. will be closed to set up the stages. We are requesting all 1300 and 1400 Washington St. residents, business owners and their employees use the upper level of Horizon’s parking garages.  If there is an opportunity in the following weeks,  please encourage your customers to do so too.  Riverfest has additional signage to help direct traffic to Horizon’s North and South parking garages.  The 1100  block of Washington St. business owners will have side street parking available on Grove Street.  Grove will be barricaded for thru traffic. The 1500 block of Washington St. will have the Walnut St. city parking garage, and a public parking lot area next to Fred’s Dollar Store for extra parking. 
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Riverfest 2008 continued-

Don’t forget on Friday and Saturday shortly after 5 p.m., the fencing off of Washington Street will take place.  Please try to leave as soon as you can after 5 p.m., but if you still have customers in your store the security team will offer their assistance finding your customer the nearest exit to their car.  

We are really looking forward to Saturday daytime activities!  We have the Arts and Crafts Festival, a Kids Zone with children’s activities, street performances, and of course the great merchant’s sidewalk sales.  
People who live in apartments in the 1200, 1300, and 1400 blocks of Washington St. will be given a “Resident Pass” for Friday and Saturday night.  If you have not received your “Resident Pass” in the mail by Monday, April 14th, please call the Main Street office.  

If any one has any questions or concerns, please call the Main Street office 601-634-4527 and we’ll be happy to go over everything with you individually.  .  The Riverfest website is www.riverfestms.com. 
39th Annual Arts & Crafts Show 
The Arts and Crafts Show will encompass an area from South Street at Monroe Street to Walnut Street, Walnut Street to Crawford Street, and Crawford Street to Monroe Street again this year.   Signs will be in place in the outlining areas to encourage motorists to use parking garages. 
Annual Membership Dues:  

Since our last Newsletter, Main Street dues continue to come in, but we will not keep sending invoices.  Anyone who wants to pay their dues later on - can go to the web site www.downtownvicksburg.org for a copy of the invoice.  We would like to recognize the following Members and Friends for their financial support to the Main Street Program.  Many thanks to:  Vicksburg Realty (Stanley Martin), Nicks Auto Parts (Gerald & Glenda Kelly), Horizon Hotel & Casino (Ginny Tzotzolas, Director of Marketing), The Cinnamon Tree (Karen Ruggles), Corner Drug Store (Joe, Jr. & Linda Gerache), and The Mens Closet (Ronnie Wroten).
 M/V Delta Queen Schedule:

April 2008
1 – M/V Delta Queen – Noon to 5 P.M.

                                      8 – M/V Delta Queen – 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.

16 –M/V Delta Queen – 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.

21 – M/V Delta Queen – Noon to 5 P.M.

  22 – M/V Delta Queen – 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.

  30 – M/V Delta Queen – 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.

    We check each month for any revisions, but dates and times are subject to change
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April Meetings:
April  7, 10, 21, 25 – City of Vicksburg, Board Meeting – 10 A.M. -  City Hall Annex  Board Room – Call Tasha Wynn, City Clerk’s office, 601-634-4553  to get on agenda prior to the meeting.
April 7  – Warren County Board of Supervisors, Board Meeting, - 9 A.M. – 3rd Floor, Warren County Court House, Board Room, Richard George, President.
April 15 – Main Street Program, Board of Meeting – 8:45 A.M. –  City Hall Annex conference room - Call Main Street office by Friday, April 11th to get on agenda prior to meeting.  Harry Sharp, Chairman.
April 16 – Downtown Marketing Meeting – 8 a.m. – The Ware House Sports Bar & Grill, 1416 Washington Street – All Main Street members are encouraged to attend - Special guest speaker on new marketing ideas from Mississippi Main Street Asso., Central District Representative, Jan Miller.   
April 8, 22 – Architectural Review Board – 4 P.M. – City Hall Annex Board Room.  Call Paula Wright, Inspection Dept., 601-634-4528 to get on agenda prior to meeting.
Downtown April Events
April 1, 8, 22, & 29 – Southern Cultural Heritage Center – Line Dance Lessons presented by Kay Bennett -  Lessons 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. – Admission $5 for SCHC members & $7 for non-members.  Visit www.info@southernculture.org.

Thru April 5 – Vicksburg Heritage, Inc. – presents Historic Home Tours - $8 per person – For a schedule of homes visit www.vicksburgbedand breakfast.com
April 2 – 6 – Playground at Catfish Row work week – Volunteers needed to help build playground Sponsored by Vicksburg Jr. Auxiliary -   Project Chair, Megan Buckner 601-630-0414 – visit www.playground@catfishrow.com .

April 3 – Hit The Bricks – Downtown Merchants on Washington Street – Open House – 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

April 5 – “River Breezes Cookbook” by Leisa Collins, book signing, 2.p.m., “The Seven Deadly Work Sins (Against the Golden Rule) by native author  Dr. George Abraham, 4 p.m. – Lorelei Books, 1103 Washington St. www.loreleibooks.com.                    
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Downtown April Events continued…

April 5 – Guided Tours of The Ware House Luxury Resort – 9 a.m. to sunset.  The $10.00 tours will be gifted to the Vicksburg Foundation for Historic Preservation as a fundraiser.
April 6 – Chamber Music Festival  presents Mississippi College Choir – 6:30 p.m. – Southern Cultural Heritage Center – Admission free.
April 7 – Relay For Life – Kick-off Rally – Downtown Vicksburg, River Stage Plaza parking lot, 1300 block Washington St. – 6 p.m.
April 11 – 12 – Warren Central’s Total Sound “After Dinner Theater” – City Auditorium – Admission $10.00

April 12 – Organist, Colin Andrews will perform at Crawford Street United Methodist Church – 7:30 p.m. – Adm. $15.00 at door, $10.00 college students.

April 13 & 20 – Southern Cultural Heritage Center - Ballroom Dance Lessons presented by James Frechettte, owner of Applause Dance Factory – Lesson from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. – Admission $20 per person - 

April 18 – 19 – 21st Annual Riverfest 2008 – Downtown Vicksburg –  For  a detailed schedule of activities, performances,  visit www.riverfestms.com
April 19 – 40th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival at Riverfest – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
April 19 – 4th Annual BluzCruz Canoe & Kayak Race – 8 a.m. – 601-636-4576.

April 19 – Kallen Esperian, Opera Star along with accomplanist,Tom  Bryant, and the Sam Shoup International Trio – Church of the Holy Trinity -  5 p.m. – Admission $25.00 at door, $10.00 college students, some youth free.
April 21 – 26 – “Relay For Life” Paint Downtown Purple Week.

April 26 – “Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House” book signing by author Danny Heitman – 2 p.m. – Lorelei Books – 1103 Washington Street  - www.loreleibooks.com
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