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DOWNTOWN FAÇADE REHABILITATION GRANT PROGRAM

OBJECTIVE

The objective of the Downtown Façade Rehabilitation Program is to make a significant impact in the aesthetic character of downtown by improving the primary facades of the buildings within the Main Street Taxing District.  This objective will be achieved by providing grant assistance to property and business owners for the rehabilitation of facades using the Secretary of the Interior Standards and Guidelines to insure that historic buildings are returned to their original design or that they retain their historic integrity or that non-historic buildings blend into the historic streetscape that is downtown Vicksburg.  The end result of this project will be to enhance the character of the downtown area thereby enticing more people to visit the area, which will increase sales revenue, sales tax, and property values and eventually decrease the number of vacant buildings within the district.

FAÇADE REHABILITATION GRANT PROGRAM

GUIDELINES

1.   The funds under this program are to be used for the restoration, rehabilitation and preservation of commercial building facades in the Main Street Taxing District as outlined by the City f Vicksburg on the attached map.

2.   Applicants must meet the approval of the Main Street Program and the Vicksburg Board of Architectural Review (VBAR) and the appropriate city departments.  Participants must follow the plans approved by the Committee in order to receive the grant monies. 

3.   The Main Street Program will match one-third (1/3) of the cost of improvements to a building’s façade, not to exceed $1,000.  Corner buildings may receive a larger grant (please see the note on the bottom of the page).

4.   Any changes must be approved by the Main Street Program and the applicable board prior to construction.  Unauthorized changes will void the grant.

5.   Once approved, work must begin within sixty (60) days from the date of the contract and be completed within one hundred and eighty (180) days from the start date.

6.   Grant money will be disbursed at the completion of the project once receipts and a project report are submitted to the Main Street Office.

PLEASE NOTE:
1.   Low interest loan program may be used in conjunction 

with grant money.




2.   The Main Street Program reserves the right to amend 

these guidelines as needed at any time.




3.   Corner buildings which have more than one prominent 

façade (a façade that is highly visible to the public right of way)  may be eligible for a larger grant on a case by case basis depending on the availability of funds, the prominence of the side or rear façade, and the amount and nature of the rehabilitation work proposed.  

FAÇADE REHABILITATION GRANT PROGRAM

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1.   The applicant meets with the Main Street Director and receives a copy of the guidelines and an application form.  The applicant may request a meeting with the Main Street Board of Directors to discuss rehabilitation plans prior to application.

2.   The applicant returns the completed application with an application fee of $50 and all other requested documentation to the Main Street Director.  Completed applications will be ranked according to the priority criteria (see attached).  Successful applicants will be notified.

3.   If an architect is needed, the Committee will forward the project application to the architect.  The architect returns the rendering to the Main Street office and it is reviewed by the Committee.  Then a meeting is set up with the applicant, the committee, and the architect.

4.   Once the plans are complete, the applicant forwards an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Vicksburg Board of Architectural Review using the approved drawing and description of work.  

5.   The applicant presents an estimate of the cost of the improvements to the Main Street Office.  The Main Street Committee reviews the estimate and provides the applicant with a contract, which when signed, is the notice to proceed with the work.  

6.   Once approved, work must begin within sixty (60) days from the date of the contract and be completed within one hundred and eighty (180) days from the start date.  If work does not begin within sixty (60) days of approval, the applicant must resubmit the application and the project must be re-approved.

7.   Any changes to the approved application must be submitted to the Main Street Office prior to any construction.  Unauthorized changes will void the grant.

8.   The applicant shall document all expenses related to façade improvements and shall return receipts and the project report to the Main Street office at the completion of the project.

9.   Grant money will be disbursed at the completion of the project and approval of the grant report.  

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING FAÇADE GRANT

REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Date of Application:
 ______________________________________________________
Applicant’s Name: 
______________________________________________________
Applicant’s E-Mail Address:

______________________________________________________

Applicant’s Phone Number: 
______________________________________________________
Property Location: 
______________________________________________________
Please attach a description of work to be performed.

Architectural Review Board Required: _______Yes _______No

Drawing Required: _______Yes _______No

What is the Estimated Cost of Work to be Performed: ____________
Will the Work Be Performed By a Contractor of Self: _____________
FORWARD THIS APPLICATION WITH THE APPLICATION FEE OF

$50.00 TO:
Vicksburg Main Street Program
P.O. Box 150

Vicksburg, MS 39181

For further assistance, contact Main Street Program

Executive Director, Kim Hopkins - 601.634.4527
kimh@vicksburg.org@vickskburg.org
APPLICATION RATING SYSTEM
In rating application for grant funding under this program, the Committee will give more consideration to the projects which best meet the objectives of the grant program.  The objective of the Downtown Façade Rehabilitation Program is to make a significant impact in the aesthetic character of downtown by improving the primary facades of the buildings within the Main Street Taxing District.  This objective will be achieved by providing grant assistance to property and business owners for the rehabilitation of facades using the Secretary of the Interior Standards and Guidelines to insure that historic buildings are returned to their original design or that they retain their historic integrity or that non-historic buildings blend into the historic streetscape that is downtown Vicksburg.  The end result of this project will be to enhance the character of the downtown area thereby enticing more people to visit the area, which will increase sales revenue, sales tax, and property values and eventually decrease the number of vacant buildings within the district.

Therefore, priority for grant funding shall be in the following order:
 1.  Complete first story restoration – returning a storefront to its original/historic appearance or in the case of a non-historic building – making overall improvements that make the building better fit the character of the historic downtown

2.  Removing contemporary siding to reveal original windows on the second or upper floors and replacement of those windows with windows matching the original ones, and the reconstruction of a cornice, window hoods, etc.  

3.  Partial restoration of the first floor storefront, i.e. replacement of windows or doors with appropriate ones, removing inappropriate siding, installation of transom panels, etc. 

4.  Partial restoration of the second or upper story, i.e. replacing non-historic windows with approved windows

5.  Installation of an awning

6.  Painting

Note:  Based on the availability of funds, members of the Main Street Program will receive primary consideration for grant money according to the priority list above.

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING FAÇADE GRANT

PROJECT REPORT FORM

Date of Original Application: __________________________________________

Applicant’s NAME: __________________________________________________

Applicant’s Phone Number: ___________________________________________

Property Location: __________________________________________________

Actual Work Completed: ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Receipts: ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Total Cost of Project: ______________________________________________________

1/3 of Cost: ______________________________________________________________

Check Number issued: _____________________________________________________

Amount: ________________________________________________________________

Completed as approved:

__________________________________________     ___________________________

Kim Hopkins, Exe. Director, Vicksburg Main Street Program 


Date

____________________________________________     _________________________

Nancy Bell, Board Member





Date

___________________________________________     __________________________

Harry Sharp, Board Chairman





Date
